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examination should be held for the students who leave
the Latin school, and from its results the masters may
decide which of them should be sent to the university and
which should enter the other occupations of life. Those
who are selected will pursue their studies, some choosing
theology, some politics, and some medicine, in accordance
with their natural inclination, and with the needs of the
Church and of the State."
Such an organization of schools as that suggested by
Comenius would tend to bring about the custom of edu-
cating according to ability, rather than social status, and
would thus enable any people to secure the benefit of
all their genius. It was a genuine 'ladder' system of A'ladder
education, open to all, and leading from the kindergarten education,
through the university, such as has been commended by
Huxley in speaking of the American schools. At the
day that Comenius proposed it, this organization was
some three centuries in advance of the times. Such an
idea of equal opportunities for all could have been pos-
sible in the seventeenth century only as the educational
outgrowth of a religious attitude like that of Comenius,
and may well have been promoted in his case by the
simple, democratic spirit of the little band of Christians
whose leader he was.1
1 In the old cemeteries of the Moravian communities of the United
States, the departed lie side by side without distinction in regard to
position, wealth, or color. The tombstones are laid flat upon the graves,